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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
BEFORE THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS EXAMINING BOARD 
~--- _-- 
IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 

STEVEN A.. JOANSON, 
RESPONDENT. 

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER 
ADOPTING STIPULATION AGREEMENT 

-rv* 

91 FDR 019 

The parties to this proceeding for the purpose of Wis. Stats. sec. 227.53 
are : 

Steven A. Johnson 
800 East Avenue 
Redwing, MU 55066 

Funeral Directors Examining Board 
P.O. Box 8935 
Madison, WI 53708-8935 

Department of Regulation and Licensing 
Division of Enforcement 
P.O. Box 8935 
Madison, WI 53708-8935 

The State of Wisconsin, Funeral Directors Examining Board, having 
considered the Stipulation Agreement annexed hereto, of the parties, in 
resolution of the captioned-matter, makes the following: 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED pursuant to jurisdiction and 
authority granted to the Board in sets. 445.13, Wis. Stats., and RL 2.12, 
Wis. Adm. Code, that the Stipulation agreement annexed hereto, filed by 
Complainant's attorney, shall be and hereby is incorporated, made and ordered 
the Final Decision of the State of Wisconsin. Funeral Directors Examining 
Board. 

Let a copy of this order be served on Respondent by certified mail. 

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin, this 

HES:eaj 
ATY-1968 



STATE OF WISCONSIN 
BEFORE THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS EXAMINING BOARD 

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST STIPULATION AGREEMENT 

91 FDR 019 
STEVEN A. JOHNSON, 

RESPONDENT. 

Respondent Steven A. Johnson (JOHNSON), and Complainant's Attorney 
Henry E. Sanders, have reached agreement for disposition of the 
above-captioned matter, hereby stipulate and agree as follows: 

1. This Stipulation shall be submitted to the Funeral Directors 
!?xamining Board (BOARD), or a Board designee, for approval and disposition of 
this matter. If the terms of this Stipulation are not acceptable to the 
Board, the parties shall not be bound by any of the provisions of this 
Stipulation. 

2. Respondent has been advised of his right to a public hearing on each 
and every allegation in the proceeding, but hereby freely and voluntarily 
waive his right to a hearing in this matter on the condition that all 
provisions of this Stipulation be acceptable to and approved by the Board. 

a.. Respondent further agrees to waive any appeal of the Board's 
Final Decision and Order. 

3. Respondent Johnson, with a present address of 800 East Avenue, 
Redwing, MN, 55066, was at all time material to the complaint licensed in the 
State of Wisconsin as a funeral director (license j/3375). 

4. Pursuant to sec. FDE 4.03, Wis. Adm. Code, Continuing Education: 

"(1) Every funeral director, as defined in sec. 445.01(5), Stats., 
shall complete at least 15 hours of approved continuing education 
programs in each biennial registration period specified under sec. 
445.06, Wis. Stats., except as described in sec. FDE 4.05." 

"(2) To obtain credit for completion of the continuing education 
requirement, a funeral director shall submit certificates of 
attendance issued by the program provider or other evidence of 
attendance satisfactory to the Board." 

5. On or about August 28, 1990, pursuant to statutory authority of 
SW. 445.06, Wis. Stats., Program Assistant Loretta Beasley (BEASLEY) 
undertook continuing education verification - audits of funeral directors for 
the bier&al period of January 1, 1988 - December 31, 1989, by submitting 
Mandatory Continuing Education Verification forms to licensees, which were 
required to be returned to the Department within 30 days of receipt of the 
form. 

6. Receiving no response from Respondent Johnson by January 18, 1991, 
BEASLEY corresponded with Respondent by letter dated January 18, 1991, 
Exhibit "A" , attached hereto, along with a copy of the Continuing Education 
<s$;: 



Verification form, with Respondent being directed to complete and return the 
form to the Department by January 25, 1991. 

7. Respondent responded to BFASLEY'S correspondence by returning a copy 
of Exhibit "A" supra, January 18, 1991, letter to the Department, which was 
received on or about February 4, 1991 with a handwritten response from 
Respondent which indicated: 

"I will not be renewing my funeral director's license in the State 
of Wisconsin. I am sorry for any inconvenience this has caused you 
or your staff." 

8. Pursuant to a review of Exhibit "B", Respondent's renewal 
application for the 1990-91 biennial period, dated December 14, 1989, 
Respondent falsely certified that he had completed 15 hours of approved 
continuing education during the biennium immediately preceding this 
application (1988-89) for renewal as required by sec. 445.06, Wis. Stats. 

9. Respondent responded to the formal complaint filed against him by 
letter dated December 13, 1991, Exhibit "C" , and indicated in pertinent part 
that: ' 

"In June of 1990, to settle my divorce, the Johnson Funeral Home, 
1800 East Avenue, Redwing, MN., was sold to my competitor and I have 
not practiced since. Upon receiving BEASLEY's letter of January 18, 
1991, I began a search for my continuing education certificates.and 
to this date sm unable to find not only that file, but the entire 
box that and several other files were in. Therefore, I am unable to 
defend myself against these charges." 

10. Respondent Johnson has: by his certifying falsely to the Department 
that he had completed the required 15 hours of continuing education during 
the 1988-1989 biennium, violated sec. 445.06, Wis. Stats., Renewal of 
Licenses; violated sec. 445.105(4), Wis. Stats.; violated sets. 
FDE 3.02(l),(5), Wis. Adm. Code, Unprofessional Conduct; violated laws 
substantially related to the practice of funeral directing and . . . 
falsifying records . . . requested by the Board respectively; and violated 
sec. 4.03, !A!is. Adm. Code, Continuing Education. 

11. Based upon the above and in settlement of this matter, Respondent 
Johnson hereby consents, accepts and agrees to voluntarily surrender his 
funeral director's licenses, commencing on the tenth (10th) day after the 
date of the Board's Final Decision and Order adopting the Stipulation 
agreement. 

On or before the effective date of the voluntary surrender, 
Respondent shall surrender to the Board all funeral director's licenses 
previously issued to him. 

12. Respondent, and Complainants' Attorney agree that this Stipulation 
may be incorporated into the Board's Final Decision and Order adopting the 
Stipulation agreement. 



13. Respondent further agrees that Complainant's attorney may appear at 
any deliberative meeting of the Board with respect to the Stipulation, but 
that appearance is limited solely to responding to clarification, 
justification and to statements in support of the Stipulation and for no 
other purpose. 

Complainant Attorney 

HES:eaj 
ATY-1969 
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State of W isconsin‘\ DEPARTMENT OF REGULATION & LICENSING 

, 

Mr. Steven A. Johnson 
800 East Ave. 
Red W ing, MN 55066 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Funeral directors' licenses expire oa December 31 of odd numbered years. 
Licensees are required to complete at least 15 hours of approved continuing 
education programs each biennial registratiou period, specified under 
s.445.06, Stats. 

When you submitted your renewal for the 1988-89 bieuuial period, you certified 
that you had completed the required 15 hours of cootinuiag education. Your 
name was raodonly selected for this audit period. 

On August 8, 1990, I mailed the Mandatory Continuing Educatioa Verification 
form to you. To date, our records indicate that you have not yet respoaded to 
our office. Enclosed is a copy of the verification form for you to complete 
and return by January 25, 1991. 

If you have any questions, please coutact me. 

Sincerely, 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS EXAMINING BOARD 

,,+/&fJ,y 
\ 

\ 
Loretta L. Beasley 1-i 

Program Assistant 
BUREAU OF BUSINESS & DESIGN PROFESSIONS 
(608) 266-1630 
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., - Judge John Schweitzer 
PO Box 8935 
Madison, WI 53708-8935 

December 13, 1991 
Notice of Hearing 9 1 FDR 0 19 

Dear Judge Schweitzer, 

I have been asked to respond to the claim that according to State of W is- 
consin Department of Licensing I falsified sec. FDE 4.03. Continuing Edu- 
cation by not verifying that I had completed the 15 hours of approved con- 
tinuing education programs, 

In June of 1990, to settle my divorce, the Johnson Funeral Home, 800 East 
Avenue, Red Wing, Mn. 55066, was sold to my competitor and I have not 
practiced since. Upon receiving Loretta L. Beasley’s letter of January 18. 
1991, I began a search for my continuing education certificates and to 
this date am unable to find not only that file, but the entire box that and 
several other files were in. Therefore , I am unable to defend myself 
against these charges. 

Judge Schweitzer, I served the families in Minnesota for 14 years and I 
believe Wisconsin residents for about 12 years. My record was unblem- 
ished and I served professionally and with care. I have not taken any ac- 
tion to renew my license since my written statement in Exhibit A, even 
though I have been sent renewal applications by the State of W isconsin. 

I only ask that the court show compassion and dismiss this matter, and 
take me off the roles as a licensed funeral director in the State of W is- 
consin. I see no point in the Department of Regulation or yourself holding 
a hearing at which I can’t even defend myself. 

Thank you for taking the time to hear my side. 

2316 Langsde&Ave. 
Red Wing, MN 55066 



NOTICE OF APPEAL INFORMATION 

(Notice of Rights for Rehearing or Judicial Review, 
the times allowed for each, and the identification 

of the party to be named as respondent) 

r 

The following notice is ser@ on you as part of the final decision: 

1. Rehearing. 

Any person aggrieved by this order may petition for a rehearing 
within 20 days of the service of this decision, as provided in section 227.49 
of the Wisconsin Statutes, a copy of which is attached. The 20 day period 
commences the day after personal service or mailing of this decision. (The 
date of mailing of this decision is shown below,) The petition for 
rehearingshouidbefiled with the State of Wisconsin funeral Directors Examining 
Board. 

A petition for rehearing is not a prerequisite for appeal directly t circuit 
court through a petition for judicial review. 

2. hliciai Review. 

Any person aggrieved by this de&don has a right to petition for 
judicial review of this decision as rovided in section 227.63 of th 
Wisconsin Statutes, a co 
filed in circuit court an cf 

y of whr -cg. M attached The petition should be 
served upon the State oft Wisconsin Funeral Directors 

Examining Board 

within 30 days of service of this decision if there has been no petiti n for 
rehearing, or within 30 days of service of the order finally *o&g of the 
petition for rehearing, or within 30 days after the Rnal disposition by 
operation of law of any petition for rehearing. 

The 30 day 
mailing of the if 

eriod commences the day after personal service or 
ecision or order, or the day after the final disposition by 

0 
fri t 

eration of the law of any petition for rehearing. (The date of mailing of 
s decision is shown below.) A petition for jucllciai review should be 

served upon, and name as the respondent, the following: 
Iksconsin Puwral Directors Examining Board. 

the State of 

The date of mailing of this decision is 
March 19,1992. 

. 


